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The Old Bakery, Golden Square, 
Petworth, 

         West Sussex, GU28 0AP 
clerk@petworth-tc.gov.uk      Tel: 01798 344883 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A MEETING OF PETWORTH TOWN COUNCIL TOOK PLACE ON THURSDAY 20TH 

JUNE 2019 AT 7.30PM IN THE PETWORTH TOWN COUNCIL OFFICE, THE OLD 
BAKERY, GOLDEN SQUARE, PETWORTH 

 
MINUTES 

PRESENT 
Cllr S. Atkins     Cllr P Hewlett 
Cllr R. Booth     Cllr C. Kemp 
Cllr D. Burden      Cllr J. Scallon 
Cllr A. Copus     Cllr E. Singleton 
Cllr H. Desai      Cllr C. Smith 
Cllr N. Fox      Cllr C. Sproson 
Cllr J. Fynes     Cllr J. Thorpe 
 

Also present were Louise Steele, Locum Clerk and Chichester District Councillor Eileen Lintill (who 
arrived after the start of the meeting)  

There were no members of the public present 

87/19 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman requested that mobile phones should be turned off and advised that the meeting would 
be recorded for the purposes of the minutes. He pointed out the fire escape route. 
 
The Chairman announced that an All Parishes Meeting would be held on 15th July and that he and 
Councillor Burden would attend. There will be a Pathwatch meeting on 3 September and any Member 
interested in footpaths was encouraged to attend.  
 

88/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies were received from Cllr M Peet. 
 

89/19  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Councillors declared no disclosable pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests in any item of business on the 
agenda.  
 

90/19 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING  
A manuscript amendment was made to Minute 76/19 to include Cllr E. Singleton as a member of the 
Petworth Tourism group. Upon the proposal of Cllr Singleton, seconded by Cllr Smith the amended 
minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on 15th May 2019 were approved as an 
accurate record and signed as such by the Chairman. 
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91/19 MATTERS ARISING  

There were no matters arising from the minutes of 15th May 2019 that were not covered elsewhere in the 
agenda. 
 

92/19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
There was no adjournment of the meeting for public questions. 
 

93/19 REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
West Sussex County Councillor Janet Duncton had tendered her apologies for the meeting and submitted 
a written report which was read by the Chairman. The text of that report is appended to these minutes. 
 
Chichester District Councillor Eileen Lintill reported that since the May elections CDC is a very 
different council, now hung, composed of 18 Conservatives, 11 Liberal Democrats, 2 Labour, 2 Greens, 
2 Local (Selsey) Alliance and 1 Independent.  Cllr Lintill is now Leader of CDC, and was congratulated 
on this by the meeting, but this has meant that she is a lot busier than previously, there has been a lot of 
Members’ training and the first Cabinet meeting of the new District Council has taken place. Cllr Lintell 
assured the meeting that she will still prioritise attendance at meetings of Petworth Town Council.  
 
Because of the elections there is not much else to report about CDC. The Local Plan is a big issue but it 
does not affect the Town Council because Petworth is entirely within the South Downs National Park.  
 
Local issues raised with Cllr Lintell included the Horsham Road Cemetery and the need to know for 
which dog “poo” bin in Station Road the Town Council is paying. 

 
94/19 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE  

The minutes of the F&GP Committee meeting held on 23rd May 2019 were accepted; but it was noted 
that those of the meeting held on 10th April have still to be presented and accepted.  
 
Full Council agreed to add Cllr Sproson to membership of the F&GP Committee. 
 
Cllr Fox reported on the quotation obtained for work to Rosemary Gardens and it was agreed that 
given the disparity between the quotes in terms of the description of work to be undertaken that any 
decision on this matter be deferred. 
 
Cllr Copus reported on the grant application from Arun & Chichester Citizens Advice and upon the 
proposal of Cllr Copus, seconded by Cllr Desai, it was agreed to accept the F&GP Committee 
recommendation and make a grant of £200 to Arun & Chichester Citizens Advice. Cllr Copus added 
that the Town Council’s grants policy needed review. 
 
Cllr Copus further reported on two outstanding matters from the internal audit report for the year end; the 
auditor had queried provision of £5,000 that it had been hoped to obtain in recompense for the damage to 
the slide at Hampers Green; and that the issue of VAT on advertising charges needed to be clarified. 
 
Full Council approved a payment of £30.96 to i-pick-up.com for stickers urging people to pick up their 
dog’s excrement. 
 

95/19 HIGHWAYS, TRAFFIC AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
Acceptance of the minutes of the meeting of 23 May 2019 was deferred until the next meeting of 
Council.  
 
Cllr Atkins reported on the most substantive item for the Committee at agenda item 11 (Minute 97/19 
below refers). 

 
96/19  OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE  

The minutes of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on 1 May 2019 were accepted. 
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Full Council agreed to add Cllr Copus to membership of the Open Spaces Committee. 
 
In the absence of Cllr Peet, Cllr Kemp reported and updated the meeting on a grant offered by Chichester 
District Council of £2,000 towards town improvement works – it was agreed to delegate expenditure 
decisions about that sum to the Open Spaces Committee. 

 
97/19  ROTHERLEA  

Cllr Atkins reported about legal advice about planning approval for the development at Rotherlea 
considered by the Planning Committee. Upon the proposal on Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Thorpe it was 
resolved to ask the Council’s solicitor to write a letter to the planning authority in advance of any further 
action contemplated.  
 

98/19 TO RECEIVE UPDATES FROM WORKING PARTIES AND OUTSIDE GROUPS 
a) Petworth Business Association (PBA) – a request from the PBA for additional copies of 

Petworth Pages was considered and the meeting agreed that since those additional copies were 
largely to be distributed outside the town then the PBA should be asked to contribute to the cost. 

 
b) Traffic Calming working group – the group has a meeting with Chris Dye of West Sussex 

County Council Highways planned for 4 July 2019; WS County Councillor Duncton will also be 
present. The group has already held open meetings with North Street residents and with Angel 
Street residents and a series of proposals have emerged which residents understand and which will 
be tested at the meeting with Chris Dye before formal recommendations are made to Full Council 
for consideration on 18 July. In summary there are four things to test with Chris Dye 1. – a 20mph 
zone for the entire town; 2. – a series of soft measures for North Street (lines, signs & bollards); 3. 
– a mobile solar powered Speed Indicator Device (SID) and three or four brackets for Angel 
Street; and 4. – Brown advisory signs for more of the town’s destinations including near the 
National Trust car park so that visitors understand that the town is not far away. 

 
c) Staffing Group – recruitment of a new Town Clerk. Applications closed on 31 May; seven 

applications were received; four candidates have been short-listed and interviews are on-going.  
 
d) Petworth Sports – the new dog fouling signs will be put up soon; the new bowling machine, with 

junior attachment, has arrived and upon the proposal of Cllr Copus, seconded by Cllr Desai, it was 
agreed that the equipment should be gifted to Petworth Sports. It was suggested that the 
management committee needs some guidance from the Town Council and upon the proposal of 
Cllr Singleton, seconded by Cllr Smith, that a Community Interest Company board meeting be 
called in order to develop a management plan. More signage of the facility is required. 

 
e) Petworth Tourism – it was agreed that henceforth the group should be referred to as the Petworth 

Visitors Group. 
 
f) New Premises – the Chairman reported on the deliberations of the new premises group and 

shared the proposal that the Town Council pursue the purchase of the former NatWest Bank 
premises to be used as Town Council offices. The meeting was reminded that the lease on the 
current office expires in April 2020 and that there were no guarantees that a new lease would be 
granted even if the current premises could be remodelled to make them more accessible. The 
business case for purchase of the premises was considered; elements considered included the 
rental cost of the current premises; income to be generated from the continued presence of the 
ATM in the old bank premises, the cost of borrowing and the possible availability of S106 funds. 
Also discussed was the fact of the premises being Grade II listed and the fact that an application 
for change of use would need to be made – and the impact of building regulations. 
 
Upon the proposal of Cllr Kemp, seconded by Cllr Booth, it was agreed that an offer be made to 
acquire the premises, subject to contract. The sum to be offered is not recorded here because to do 
so might compromise subsequent negotiations. 
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99/19  COMMUNITY HUB WORKING GROUP 
It was agreed that membership of this group should comprise Cllrs Booth, Sproson and Thorpe; 
District Councillor Lintill; and possibly Mrs Atkins 
 

100/19 NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING (Information Only)  
The next meeting of the Town Council is scheduled to be held on Thursday 18th July 2019 

 
  
Meeting closed 21:25. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Signed ……………………………………………….              Date……………………………………. 

Chairman 
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