
Latest Traffic News - June 2021 
 
Petworth Town 20 mph Zone Update 
A 20 mph Zone designation for Petworth, including all of North St and most of Angel St, has 

been the focus of PTC traffic calming efforts for the town.  The ‘Zone’ application report is 

available on the PTC website. The report has been submitted to WSCC Highways, and copied 

to all interest groups in the town, in support of a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) application.  

The WSCC Area Highways Manager visited the town on May 24th to discuss this application 

and confirmed support in principle for a Petworth 20 mph Zone, provided that Sussex Police 

are in agreement.  The Area Highways Manager has agreed to present the case to the police on 

our behalf.  Assuming a positive response PTC will then pay the c 8000 non-refundable fee for 

a TRO.  This is a statutory and legal process involving full formal consultation and will take 

about one year.  It will then be up to PTC to find the money to pay for the works. 

For a 20mph Zone to be approved the current regulations require PTC to demonstrate that the 

measured mean traffic speed throughout the Zone is already less than 24mph.  PTC has lots of 

speed data for the town and although mean speeds are below 24 mph in the centre of town, 

they are above this on North St and Angel St.  Residents will of course say this is precisely 

why a lower limit is essential on these narrow streets with even narrower pavements.  

Unfortunately, that is not how it works, as a Zone must be ‘self-enforcing’, and not require 

police enforcement.  The answer to this dilemma is that the Zone design must include ‘traffic 

calming measures’ that can be demonstrated to lower the mean to below the 24 mph 

requirement, wherever a mean speed of over 24mph is recorded. 

Most ‘hard engineered’ traffic calming measures that have been considered do not meet 

guidelines.  These include chicanes (or road constriction), alternate flow, speed bumps, traffic 

diversion, traffic lights, speed cameras, and pedestrian crossings at most of the suggested 

locations.  

The draft ‘Zone’ design is available in the PTC application report and will be subject to detailed 

review and modification as part of the TRO process.  The final design is likely to include other 

traffic calming measures (including the possible inclusion of ‘rumble strips’ on the approach 

roads) and the town residents will be consulted for input and comments before the design is 

finalized. 

In the meantime, PTC would ask that any resident wishing to support a town 20 mph Zone, 

address their opinion to their County and District Councillors, MP, and Police Chief.  

Anti-Social Driving & Noise Update 
As expected, the spring weather has heralded the return of swifts, swallows and some problem 

drivers.  Last summer’s frustrations caught the attention of MP’s and Police and a local councils 

Partnership Group on Anti-social Driving was established by Alan Sutton and with the 

involvement of MPs, CDC, WSCC and most Town and Parish Councils represented.  

 

At a regional and national level the main actions will be: 

• There will be increased Police Enforcement.  This was apparent last summer and will 

continue this year.  It should help but the Police cannot be everywhere at once and they 

https://www.petworth-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/80/2021/02/TRO-Petworth-Town-20mph-Zone-Mar21.pdf


will prioritise the main trouble spots. Petworth town is not the ideal location to catch 

offenders.  They can achieve higher offender conviction rates on approach roads, so 

they may not always be visible to townsfolk.  PTC has highlighted the Hampers 

approach roads as a nominated location for police enforcement.  The Midhurst and 

Chichester roads have been nominated by other parish councils. 

• New ‘acoustic cameras’ are being trialled and one will be in West Sussex based at 

Wisborough Green.  There is environmental legislation for noise over 86 decibel on the 

open road and the trial will quantify the extent of the problem and also whether the 

devices will result in convictions. 

• The case for increased fines and penalties will be investigated, by our MP’s. 

Individual parish and town councils will consider local options for reducing the problem.  

In reality there are few measures open to local councils that will deter the more determined 

troublesome minority.  The available options include: 

• Community Speedwatch is an initiative allowing local people to calm traffic in their 

communities. Sussex Police train volunteers to use speed calming equipment which is 

then loaned out to be used at safe, risk assessed locations within their community. This 

option is open to Petworth residents.  For further information if you would like to 

organise or join a speedwatch see www.communityspeedwatch.org. 

• Residents are encouraged to continue reporting incidents to the Police on 

www.operationcrackdown.org and MP, with as much detailed information as possible 

and with copy to PTC Town Clerk.  This will keep pressure on the police to prioritise 

resources. 

• Speed limit changes have been reviewed by PTC and a 20 mph Zone application 

is in progress.  If approved this would help calm traffic in the town but frankly it would 

not solve the problem of noise, rogue bikers and would be rally drivers.  Numerous 

studies demonstrate that limit changes alone result in only a minor reduction in mean 

speeds, without enforcement and/or traffic calming measures.  Unfortunately, the 

aggressive minority of trouble makers do not follow diversions or signs or care about 

speed limits.  There are few options for speed limit reductions on the town approach 

roads given current regulations and guidelines.  However, a reduction in the speed limit 

at Hampers may be possible and is included in the ‘20 Zone’ application. 

HGV in Town  

The recent accident in Market Square has prompted calls for ‘something to be done’.  The 

solution is not more signs or fewer signs or different signs.  The signage options have been 

reviewed many times and it is clear that the problem is not likely to be significantly helped by 

fiddling with signage.  There may be one exception to this on the town approach near the 

Welldiggers pub and this will be investigated with Highways. The new 20 mph Zone may help 

a little and could act as a further indicator that the town is not suitable for HGV and may prompt 

drivers to look at the existing numerous HGV diversion signs.  

In the opinion of PTC there is s simple solution, but action is a required at a national rather 

than local level.  The HGV drivers mostly do not wish to be in town but are simply following 

their Satnav.  Unfortunately, they are using ordinary motor vehicle Satnav.  All HGV in the 

UK (including foreign vehicles) should be obliged by law to use specific HGV Satnav that 

incorporate all the legally enforced HGV restrictions and lorry routes.  This would solve the 



problem.  PTC therefore encourage all concerned residents to contact their MP if they wish to 

lobby for this change.  

 


